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1. Introduction:

Sensitization and Prevention of Violence Against School going Children (VASC)

in Tamil Nadu is a new initiative that aims to sensitize all Government functionaries
engaged with children in Schools, Hostels and any type of Child Care Institutions or
Child related institutions. By monitoring and documenting cases of Child Rights
violation against School going children; dissemination of Child Rights Violations
reported in Tamil Nadu to the District Level Officials, State Commissions and
Institutions; intervention by sending complaints and submitting RTIs to the
concerned authorities; undertaking advocacy efforts with Government authorities at
the district, and state levels working with school going children; by providing legal
intervention for and on behalf of victim’ children and by undertaking lobbying efforts
with the Members of the Legislative Assembly for bringing about policy changes

through interventions coinciding with the Sessions of the Legislative Assembly.

2. Activities of the Program:

The COVID-19 pandemic is a disease caused by the novel coronavirus.
International emergency has been declared as the disease is spreading at an
alarming level. Since the outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic in India, the
unprecedented nationwide lockdown has been extended from time to time since
24.3.2020. And so we need to prepare well to face the challenge and threat posed by
the growing pandemic of COVID-19 the Corona Virus.Accordingly,we have been

engaged and accommodated ourselves in our work in this life threatening situation.



2.1.VAC Intimation Compilation and Dissemination:

1. The Regional Coordinators have been involved in the compilation of VAC
issues with the guidance of the Documentation Officer.

2. The documentation officer has got the VAC related intimations and circulated
to the State Coordinator and others on a daily basis.

3. The State Coordinator has collaged all the VAC press clippings into one page
or two page views and circulated to the child rights groups in an image
format. We have received positive feedback about the compilation.

4. From this quarter, the Documentation officer has prepared a weekly
intimation status in a tabular form. The state coordinator has prepared a
covering letter and it was disseminated to all the District Legal Service
Authorities in Tamil Nadu through email.

Online monitoring of Violence Against School Going Children — On a Daily Basis:

In the Project Office, staff have been deputed to perform “Online Monitoring
on a Daily Basis”. The news items collected from the media are all on the types of
Violence against Children and School going Children. These news items are to be
catalogued and sorted into various categories, one of them being Violence Against
School Going Children (VASC) for which special attention is given while collecting
intimations. The monthly intimation data are disseminated to the respective District
Legal Service Authorities through email once a week. During the period of October —

December 2020 the total number of VAC Violations recorded is 603.

SI.No: Type of Violence OCT | NOV | DEC | Total
1 Child Labour / Child Bonded Labour 04 1 01 06
2 Child Marriage 19 19 01 39
3 Child Trafficking /Kidnap 50 59 30 139
4 Death / Suicide / Murder 47 37 21 105
5 Sexual Assault / Harassment 110 80 68 258
6 Other 27 23 06 56
Total 257 219 127 603




2.2.Monitoring of Child Rights Protection Institutions through Right to

Information Act (RTI) Applications:

RTI Review Meeting:

1. We conducted the RTI Review Meeting along with the Director. All the files

were reviewed and planned for the further course of action. The following

new RTIs have been prepared as per the instructions given by the Director

during the Review meeting and dispatched to the respective government

officials.

S.No

RTI
Number

Date of RTI
Application

Subject line of RTI

To whom

21

15.10.2020

RTI Application regarding, whether the Tamil
Nadu State Commission for Protection of Child
Rights has monitored the functioning of the
District Level Inspection Committee
constituted by the District Collector under
Section 42(2) of the Tamil Nadu Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Rules,
2017.

PIO, SCPCR

22

15.10.2020

RTI Application regarding, whether the Tamil
Nadu State Commission for Protection of Child
Rights has monitored the functioning of the
Block Level Child Protection Committee
(BLCPC) under the Chapter 12 (6.5) of the
Revised Integrated Child Protection Scheme
(ICPS).

P10, SCPCR

23

15.10.2020

RTI Application regarding, whether the Tamil
Nadu State Commission for Protection of Child
Rights has monitored the functioning of the
Village Level Child Protection Committee
(VLCPC) under the Chapter 12 (6.6) of the
Revised Integrated Child Protection Scheme
(ICPS).

P10, SCPCR

24

15.11.2020

RTI  Application regarding the status
of implementation of Individual Care Plan
mentioned under the Chapter 3 - 2.1(ii)
Revised Integrated Child Protection Scheme
(ICPS) by the District Child Protection Unit.

PIO, DCPU
(District
Child
Protection
Unit), 10
Districts
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RTI  Application regarding the “status| PIO, DCPU
to Identify families at risk and children in need| (District
of care and protection” mentioned under the Child
> 25 15.11.2020 Chapter 3 - 2.1(iii) Revised Integrated Child| Protection
Protection Scheme (ICPS) by the District Child| Unit), 10
Protection Unit. Districts
RTI Application regarding, the “status of
assessing the number of children in difficult| PIO, DCPU
circumstances and creating district specific| (District
6 26 15.11.2020 da_tabase.s to' monito_r trends and"patter_ns of Child
children in difficult circumstances” mentioned| Protection
under the Chapter 3 - 2.1(iv) Revised| Unit), 10
Integrated Child Protection Scheme (ICPS) by| Districts
the District Child Protection Unit.
RTI Application regarding the “Status of PIO, DCPU
ensuring setting up of District, Block and o
Village level Child Protection (D|st.r|ct
7 27 15.11.2020 |Committees” mentioned under the Chapter 3 - Ch'lq
2.1(ix) Revised Integrated Child Protection Prot.ect|on
Scheme (ICPS) by the District Child Protection U':]'t)f 10
Unit. Districts
RTI Application regarding the “Status of PIO, DCPU
developing parameters and tools for effective o
monitoring and supervision of ICPS in the (D'St_r'd
8 28 15.11.2020 |district” mentioned under the Chapter 3 - Chlld.
2.1(xiv) Revised Integrated Child Protection Prot'ectlon
Scheme (ICPS) by the District Child Protection Ur_"t)f 10
Unit. Districts
RTI Application regarding, the “Status of PIO, DCPU
maintaining a database of all children in o
institutional care and non-institutional care at (D'St_r'Ct
9 29 15.11.2020 |the district level” mentioned under the Chlld,
Chapter 3 - 2.1(xxi) Revised Integrated Child Prot'ectlon
Protection Scheme (ICPS) by the District Child Ur,"t)f 10
Protection Unit. Districts
63 RTI
Total Applications

2.3.District Level Advocacy and Campaign Activities:

Evidently the Regional Coordinators had organized the following events in the

name of, “Federation of Violence Against Children” along with their local partners.




These programs have been organized in Schools along with the community in
Dharmapuri, Perambalur regions by the Regional Coordinators. The State Program
Coordinator took part in these events. The following activities were carried out by
the VASC Desk for the months of October to December 2020 in collaboration with

the local NGOs, activists & district level officials.

a) Regional Level Sensitization and Awareness Program on VAC issues:

No.of

S.No Date Program Details ..
Beneficiaries

Trichy Regional Coordinator organized a
training program on child protection for 90
1. 07.10.2020 | workers of MNREGA (Mahatma Gandhi 90
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act)
on 07" October at Thuraiyur, Trichy District.

Trichy Regional Coordinator organized a
training program on child protection for the
250 workers of MGNREGA(Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act)
on 09" October at Manachanallur, Trichy
District.

2. 09.10.2020 250

Observed “Mental Health Day” on 10.10.2020
for the people of Marwadi village, Palacode
block, Dharmapuri district with a focus on
Child Protection.

3. 10.10.2020 60

Trichy Regional Coordinator  organized
observation of the International Day of the
Girl Child program on 11" October at Musiri
Union, Trichy District. The Trichy Region
Deputy Inspector General of Police
participated as Chief Guest and delivered the
Keynote address in relation with Girl Child
Protection.

4. 11.10.2020 100

Regional Coordinator organized a Child
5. 15.10.2020 | Protection Program for people in Mandhurai 80
Village, Lalgudi Block Trichy District.

Observed “World Food Day” program in
collaboration with Women’s Collective, on
16.10.2020 at Karimangalam, Dharmapuri
District with a focus on Child Protection.

6. 16.10.2020 100




17.10.2020

Regional Coordinator organized a Child
Protection Program for MNREGA workers in
Madhurapuri Panchayat, Thuraiyur block,
Trichy District.

90

20.10.2020

Regional Coordinator organized a Child
Protection Program for MNREGA workers in
Sikkathambur Panchayat, Thuraiyur block,
Trichy District.

80

21.10.2020

Regional Coordinator  organized  Child
Protection Program for Social Workers, Self
Help Group members, Students Forum
Leaders on 21.10.2020 at No:1 -Toll Gate area,
Manachanallur Block, Trichy District.

10

10.

16.10.2020

Observed “World Food Day” program in
collaboration with Women’s Collective, on
16.10.2020 at Karimangalam, Dharmapuri
District with a focus on Child Protection.

11.

05.11.2020

Regional Coordinator organized a Child
Protection Program for Students in Morappur
block on 5.11.2020 in collaboration with
Nehru Yuvakendra Dharmapuri District.

60

12.

08.11.2020

Regional Coordinator organized Student
Guidance Program in collaboration with
Jeyam NGO in Pennagaram Dharmapuri
District on 8.11.2020

15

13.

9.11.2020

Regional Coordinator organized seminar on
Child Marriage in collaboration with VIP NGO
in Dharmapuri on 9.11.2020

25

14.

3.11.2020

Regional  Coordinator  organized Child
Protection Program for Children and people in
Pachamalai Tribal area on 3.11.2020

100

15.

4.11.2020

Regional Coordinator organized rally on Child
Protection in Thenpuranadu village in
Uppiliapuram  block, Trichy District on
4.11.2020

100

16.

9.11.2020

Regional Coordinator  organized Child
Protection Program to adolescent in Thuraiyur
block, Trichy District

25




Regional Coordinator  distributed Child
Protection Pamphlets for people in

17. 17.11.202 1
020 Thaniyamangalam, Lalgudi Block, Trichy >
District on 17.11.2020
Regional Coordinator organized a Child
Protection program in Annai Sathya
18. 18.11.2020 Government Children home in Maathur 15
Thiruverumbur block Trichy District.
Regional Coordinator organized a Child
19. 19.11.2020 | Protection program in Jeyapuram village in 20
Andhanallur block, Trichy District.
Observed World AIDS day and organized an
awareness program for students in
20 1.12.2020 Dharmapurai in collaboration with Nehru 3
Yuvakendra.
Regional Coordinator organized  Child
Protection program for MNREGA workers in
21. 1.12.202
020 Thiruppainjeeli, Manachanallur block, Trichy 80
District
Regional  Coordinator organized  Child
99 08.12.2020 Pro.tectlon.program for MNREGA workers in 150
Kariyamanickam Panchayat, Manachanallur
block, Trichy District
Regional Coordinator  organized Child
53, 08.12.2020 Prf)tectlon program for Nursesand'peoples in 35
Primary Health Centre Sirukampur,
Manachanallur block, Trichy District
Regional  Coordinator  organized  Child
Protection program for Narikurava
24, 09.12.2020 | community peoples in Pichandavar Kovil 86
Panchayat, Manachanallur block, Trichy
District.
Observed International Human Rights Day in
25. 10.12.2020 | Uchampatti Village Karimangalam block, 75
Dharmapuri District.
Total 1446




2.4.District Level Interventions:

During the corona pandemic period our Regional Coordinator had undertaken the

following fact findings and interventions:

1.

Renuga daughter of Thayalan (late), Davamani from Dhandapani Nagar,
Oottathur village, Lalgudi Block, Trichy District is studying plus two in
Government Hr. Sec. School, Padallur. During the corona pandemic period
she went to her relative’s home in Sengalpatti. On 11.10.2020 she went
missing from her relative’s home. This information was brought to the

attention of the Regional Coordinator. Our Regional Coordinator has

immediately conveyed the same to the Inspector of “Anti Child Trafficking

Unit (ACTU).” Uppiliyapuram police enquired and registered a case
(Cr.N0:1053/2020) at once.

Trichy Regional Coordinator has received the intimation of “a mother
planning to sell her girl Child”. He immediately informed the ChildLine and
also urged to rescue the child immediately. A team of officials went to the
house and inquired about the issue and rescued the child and provided safe

protection on 11.10.2020 (Trichy, Manachanallur) as well.

Sowmiya is studying B.COM in Nehru Memorial College, in Trichy District. She
is @ 17 year old girl and she was planning to marry Naveen son of Chandra
from Thuraiyur on 18.10.2020. On receiving the information of Child

Marriage our Regional Coordinator & Child Line Coordinator went to the spot

and stopped the Child Marriage and rescued the girl. She was produced

before the Child Welfare Committee and was asked to stay in the Child Care

home.

Trichy Regional Coordinator intervened in a Child Marriage case in
Andhanallur, Trichy on 23.10.2020 and due to his intervention with the

Childline officials the child was rescued and protected.
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5. A 15 year old girl namely Lavanya is studying 10" standard and living with
her parents in Periyakaruppur Panchayat, Andanallur Block, Trichy District.
She eloped with llayaraja s/o Mariyappan from the same village. Both of
them are living together in Mariyappan’s house. The girl’s parents did not
take care of the girl child. This information was brought to the attention of
the Regional Coordinator who immediately conveyed the same to the Child
Line. Then Our Regional Coordinator and Child Line coordinator went to the
spot and rescued the girl and produced her before the Child Welfare
Committee on 19.11.2020.

6. A 16 year old girl from Malavali Village, Udayarpalayam, Ariyalur District is
studying plus one in Government Hr. Sec. School, Serundhapuram. She has
been in a love affair with Vetri s/o Karunanidhi from the same village. Both of
them planned to marry in Samayapuram Amman Temple. This information
was brought to the attention of the Regional Coordinator who at once
informed the Child Line as well as Samayapuram Police Station. As a result
respective officials went to the spot and rescued the girl and produced
before the Trichy Child Welfare Committee (CWC) then the girl was
transferred to Ariyalur Child Welfare Committee (CWC) on 20.11.2020.

7. Jeevitha is studying plus two in Government Girls Hr. Sec. School Thapettai,
Trichy district and living with her parents. Child marriage was solemnized
between Jeevitha and Dhanapal from Paithamparai village. Hearing the
information immediately our Regional Coordinator and Child Line
Coordinator went to the spot and stopped the Child Marriage. The girl was
rescued and produced before the Child Welfare Committee and sent to stay

in a Child Care home on 4.12.2020.

8. Somesh is a 2 year old boy s/o Priya from Yercaud, Salem District. There is a
problem between husband and wife, so Priya threatens her husband that she
will kill the 2 year old boy Somesh. This information was brought to the

attention of the Regional Coordinator. Immediately he filed a complaint to



the Child Welfare Committee, District Legal Service Authority. As a result the

2 year old boy was rescued and handed over to his father.

9. A newborn girl baby was thrown away into the garbage and it was found by
the local people. The information was brought to the attention of the
Regional Coordinator through a phone call from a local activist. He
immediately complained to the Anti Traffick Unit and Childline. They
immediately went to the spot and rescued the baby and got it treated in the

Trichy Government Hospital.

10. Sampoornam 16/2020 is a drop out student, living in Thumbalam. Child
marriage was solemnized between Sampoornam and one boy. Hearing the
information our Regional Coordinator & Child Line Coordinator went to the
spot and stopped the Child Marriage. The girl was produced before the Child

Welfare Committee and sent to stay in a Child Care home on 05.12.2020.

11. Trichy Regional Coordinator intervened in a POCSO case of 17 year old girl
child sexual abuse case at Eachampatti, near Manachanallur. Among the
three accused police arrested one of their therefore he continually insisted

that the local police arrest the other two without further delay.

12. Amutha is a 16 year old girl, studying 10" standard from Bikili Panchayat,
Pennagaram Taluk, Dharmapuri District. She got married to Shanmugam s/o
Ammasi Chinna Pillai on 27.11.2020. This information was brought to the
attention of the Regional Coordinator who immediately conveyed the same

to the Child Line officials and went to the spot and rescued the girl.

lll. Campaign Activities:

We worked in an organized manner and active way towards a particular

goal typically for common social cause given below:

National Education Policy 2020 (NEP)- Joint Action Campaign Activities:(Federation

For Protection of Education — TamilNadu and Pudhucherry)

10



Education is the basis for the development of a nation. A country which
stoutly protects its value system, individuality, history, tradition and cultural
standards alone can prosper in this competitive world. When the education was in
the State list in the past, States all over India comparatively catered to the needs of
the people. On the contrary the New National Education Policy is inversely different.
Obviously unified effort alone is the need of the hour to combat the NEP. Therefore,
people should mobilize mass struggles and give political pressure to all political
parties and societal pressure to movements, organiazations, academics and so on.

Then only we can achieve this lofty ideal.

The State Coordinator discussed with the Core Team members regarding the
next course of action. Then, we organized a Planning Meeting on 11" October with
the core team members to plan the next course of action. Then we organized a
Planning Meeting on 13" October with the core team members to finalise the action
plan. Thereafter, we organized Planning Meeting on 17" October with the core team

members to plan the next course of action.

IV. Impact:

1) A newborn girl baby was thrown away into the garbage and it was founded by
the local people. The information was brought to the attention of the Regional
Coordinator over a phone call from a local activist. He immediately undertook
needed action and safely rescued the baby. The abandoned girl baby was
handed over to a Specialized Adoption Agency viz., SOCSEAD.

2) Trichy Regional Coordinator intervened in a POCSO case of a 17 year old girl at
Eachampatti, near Manachanallur. Because of our intervention all the three
accused were arrested in connection with the sexual abuse.

3) The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) directed 8
states on 28th Sep 2020 that account for 70% of children in care homes to
ensure their return to their families. As per the instruction of the Director, we
had a discussion with Adv.Martin consequently the State Coordinator

prepared relevant “Legal provisions to challenge the order of the NCPCR.” We

11



also discussed this issue with “HAQ,” a National level Child Rights Organization
team and requested them to issue a statement against the order of the

NCPCR. They issued a joint statement condemning the stand taken by the
NCPCR.

12



Annexure 1 - Photo Documentation

Regional Coordinator has organized Child Protection Program to NREGA workers in
Sikkathambur Panchayat, Thuraiyur block, Trichy District on 20.10.2020.




Regional Coordinator has organized rally on Child Protection in Thenpuranadu

village in Upiliyapuram block, Trichy District on 4.11.2020




Regional Coordinator has organized Child Protection program to Nurses and

eoples in Primary Health Centre Sirukampur, Manachanallur block, Trichy District
on 8.12.2020




Regional Coordinator has organized Child Protection program to Narikurava

community peoples in Pichandavar Kovil Panchayat, Manachanallur block, Trichy
District on 9.12.2020.
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Observed International Human Rights day in Uchampatti Village Karimangalam
block, Dharmapuri District on 10.12.2020
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